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potentiality of good or evil, the latent power inherent in a
thing is called te. It gradually came to mean virtue or good
conduct. Every creature in the world, human or animal,
has a certain way of behaving, which is natural to him or it
and so long as we act according to it, we act in the way of
the Tao or the way of virtue. Every one has his way, man
or woman, prince or peasant. Each one should develop
his own nature, his svadhanna as the Bhagavadgiia would
put it. If we impose a uniform standard on all, chao&
would be the result 'Of old, when a seabird alighted out*
side the capital of Lu, the Marquis of Lu went out to receive
it, gave it wine in the temple, had music played to amuse it,
and a bullock slaughtered to feed it. But the bird was
dazed and too tired to eat or drink anything. In three days.
it was dead. This was treating the bird as one would treat
oneself, and not as a bird would treat a bird. Had he-
treated it as a bird would have treated a bird, he would have
put it to roost in a deep forest, allowed it to wander over the
plain, to swim in a river or a lake, to feed upon fish, to fly

in formation with others and to settle leisurely.....    Water

which is life to fish is death to man.'1 Chuang Tzu thought
ill of all government and of interference with nature. We
should preserve different kinds of life. If all beings live-
according to Tao, there will be no strife in the world. There
is nothing in the world which is not good, no point of view
which is not right.2 We must follow nature's law. Gentle-
ness and non-resistance are the way of wisdom and happiness.
These principles are not different from the Buddha's maxims:
*to cease from evil, to do good, to purify the innermost heart*.
Virtue is unassertive submission. To yield is to conquer.

*\Vhat is of all things most yielding
Can overwhelm that which is of all things most hard.
Being substanceless it can enter even where there is no space;
That is how I know the value of action that is actionless.
But there can be teaching without words
Value in action that is actionless,
Few indeed can understand.......*3
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